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Section 1. Amendment to the Claims 

1 . (Currently amended): A device for feeding comprising a handle and a spee* bowl portion . 

wherein said bowl portion comprises a lower depressed concave section; and an upper wwtefimg 
shield and having openings ot tho pontorior and antorior endj of the bowl.; 

Midbpwj portion further comprising an outwardly curved upper shield section that partially 
en closes said boM^Qlt jon thereby creatin g an open cav ity with an anterior and p osteHor JH x j mn £: 

w herein said anterior opening is tubular in s hape and sub stantially smaller th;in sniH p^ri™ 
opening thus enabling an infant to f>oH h y ncin^ n S[lc kmg action similar to that used hy an infant 
when nursine from a babv bott le; and 

wherein said posterior opening is angled to allow for easier collection of food and is larger than 
the anterior opening of caiH h^i th^y -niHinr th e user to load food in said posterior np eninp 

2. (Cancel); jho dov i uu of oloim 1, wherein tho npoun bowl km oonoavo and convex surfaco u that 
eneompgo o t ho ontiro front of paid bowl, - treating g r avity wherein semi liquid food i s load e d 
through tho posterior opening of tho spoon bowl and is released through the anterior opening. ^ 
said bowl during feed i ng, 

3. (Currently Amended): The device of claim I , wherein the enclosed chamber of the spew* bowl 
Bpnion corresponds at its anterior to the shape of a slightly depressed nipple, being ovoid in 
shape. 


4. 


(Cancel): The do v ioo of olaim ], whoroin the antor i or opening of tho apoon bowl is oval in shape 
and io small e r than th e pojtorior oponing of said bowl. 


5. (Cancel): The dovioo of u l nim 1 , wherein tl iu p o s t erior open i ng o f tho spoon bowl h angled to 
ftttow for oasior collection of food and is larger than the antorior opening of paid bowl. 
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6. (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1 . wherein the lop port i OH upper shield section of the 
enclosed speen bowl portion is asymmetrical to allow tor the easy collection of food into the 
enlarged side of the posterior opening. 

7. (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1, wherein the underside shape of the *p«*m bowl 
oortlPJLCorresponds to a conventional spoon shape except that the anterior of the bowl is more 
narrow and convex and the lip is straight edge. 

8. (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1, wherein the handle has a downward angle to keep 
the spew bowl portion level 

9. (Original); The device of claim 1, wherein the handle has indentions for gripping the device. 

10. (Currently Amended): The device of claim I, wherein all or part of the utensil said device is 
substantially comprised of a ofruoturo of a rigid or so mi - r i gi d-organic composite. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended): The device of claim I , wherein aHor port of the said device is 
substantially comprised of a rigid or jomi rigid non-organic composite. 

12. (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1, wherein all or part of t he device is substantially 
comprised of a structure formed from stainless steel or another non toxio motallio material . 

13. (Cancel): The dovioe of claim 1, wh e r e in all or part of tho device is madu of a Gtruutur e formo d 
from wood, bono, sho l l, or another organio or organic by produot motoriuL 

14. (Cancel): The dovioo of dnim 1, wh e r ei n all or port of tho d e vioo is made of a atruoturo formed 
fr om stone, gloss, - urystal, or another min e ral or crystalline materia l . 

1 5. (Currently Amended): The device of claim 1, wherein the speo» bowl portion and handle are 
substantially coated e ntirely or in p art with a heat-sensing material. 
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1 6. (Currently Amended): The device of claim I, wherein the speen bow! portion arid handle arc 
substantially coated e n tiroJy or in part with a heat-resistant material. 

17. (Cancel): The prooono of loading food into tho doviuo of olo i m 1. 

18. (Cancel): Tho prooooo of feed i ng on individual with th o devieo of "claim 1 . 

1 9. (New): The device of claim 1 , wherein said device is substantially comprised of a semi-rigid 
organic composite. 

>0. (New): The device of claim I, wherein said device is substantially comprised of a semi-rigid non- 
organic composite. 

!1 . (New): The device of claim 1, wherein said device is substantially comprised of a structure 
formed from a non toxic metallic material. 
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Section 2. Reply to the Office Re §102 Rejections 


Applicant respectfully requests the reconsideration of §102 objections raised in the Office Action, 
based on the following considerations. Examiner suggests that independent claim 1 and dependent claims 
1-1 8 in the instant application are anticipated by U.S. patent 3,054,184, to applicants Wyner and Lee (this 
patent will be referred to as Wyner ' 1 84 throughout this section). Wyner ' 1 84 discloses a medicine spoon 
comprising a lower concave section and an upper enclosing shield with openings. In light of the recent 
amendments in section 1 of this response and other considerations, applicant requests the examiner to 
reconsider his position on this matter. 


First, applicant describes in amended claim I a bowl portion comprising a lower depressed 
concave section. Wylcr ' 1 84 teaches away from this invention since it has a bowl portion that is designed 
to lie flat on a table or other medium while the liquid is loaded into the spoon. The lower concave bowl 
portion in the instant invention is important because it depresses the tongue of the infant, thus assisting 
the infant in transitioning from liquid foods to solid foods. It trains the infant to use the proper way of 
opening his mouth and receiving the solid or semi-solid contents of the spoon. The flat design of the 
medicine spoon fails to properly depress the tongue and thus would not require the infant to open their 
mouth extremely wide. 


In addition to the concave design, the invention also provides significant improvements over the 
enclosing shield displayed in Wyler '184. Specifically, the spoon edge of the posterior opening of the 
present invention is straightened to form a spatula-shape thus allowing the food to be easily collected 
around the edges of a container that houses the food. Furthermore, the enclosing shield is curved 
outwardly from the bowl portion, which increases its collecting capabilities. The posterior edge of Wyler 
' 1 84 is angled inward toward the tip of the bowl portion. This makes it more difficult to collect food 
from the edges of containers by requiring the individual to contort the spoon in awkward positions to 
gather the food. The medicine spoon essentially has to lie flat against the side of a container or jar in 
order to retrieve those food contents. This can be extremely difficult and awkward. 

Finally, the present invention is specifically designed for feeding infants semi-solid food. This is 
evident by the enlarged enclosing shield that is placed over die top portion of the bowl portion. This large 
shield allows the infant to create a vacuum around the anterior opening of the spoon and suction the 
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contents out of the bowl portion. The shield encompasses roughly 1/2 of the bowl portion thus preventing 
the infant's mouth from exceeding the shield edge of the posterior opening. Jf the infant exceeds this 
perimeter, the suction effect is lost and the spoon fails its purpose. Therefore, the shield must be a 
sufficient size and shape to prevent the perimeter breach from happening. The present invention does this 
by having a flat edge at the posterior opening and by enclosing roughly 1/2 of the bowl portion with said 
shield. In contrast, the design of the enclosing shield of Wyler '1 84 fails to appreciate the vacuum aflfeet 
created by the present invention. The shape of Wyler '184 makes it extremely difficult for an infant to 
suction the contents out of the bowl portion. As stated earlier, the shield of Wyler • 1 84 is angled inward 
towards the anterior opening. This reduces the surface area covered by the enclosing shield and results in 
the infant's mouth breaching the outer perimeter thus eliminating the suction effect. This indicates that 
Wyler '184 was designed for liquid measurement and distribution and not semi-solid food distribution. 
Indeed, this very fact is specifically mentioned in the written specification of Wyler 4 1 84. 
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